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Disclaimer

• This presentation is intended for educational 
purposes only

• Statements are the opinions of the presenters 
unless otherwise stated

• Both presenters are employees of Indiana 
University Health



Objectives

• Discuss this ED’s history and current state 
addressing the opioid epidemic

• Use of an SUD screening tool in the ED

• Anti-stigma education for SUD

• Intervention and treatment referral process for 
high risk patients



Indiana Statistics

• Unintentional poisoning is the leading cause of 
death

• In 2014, over 1100 Hoosiers died from drug 
poisoning:  A 500% increase since 1999

• Indiana ranks #15 nationwide for drug deaths

• >5% of Indiana residents engage in non-
medical use of opioids

— Indiana University Richard M. Fairbanks School of Public Health 
Governor’s Task Force, July 2016



Timeline for MH ED 
• 2010 – MH ED Chronic Pain Program

• 2013 – “First, do no harm”

• 2014 – “ER is for Emergencies”

• 2015 – IU statewide policies related to 
education/prescribing of narcotics in EDs

• 2016 – Literature search for screening tools

• 2017 – UNCOPE and ICPS

• 2018 – Screening and training



SUD Recommendations

• Annual SUD education

• Regular screening of ED patients for SUD

• Intervention for positive screen

• Reversal agents

• Medication assisted treatments

• Integrate INSPECT with EMR

• Treatment resource guide

Objectives



Stigmatization

Definition: the act or process of negatively labelling or 
characterizing another

-www.samhsa.gov/capt November 2017



Anti - Stigma Education

• Influences of the stigma complex toward 
substance use and substance use disorder
-Merrell and Monti, National Academy of Sciences, August 2015

• Evaluation of an intervention to reduce health 
professional stigma toward drug users
-Oliveira et al, Journal of Nursing Education and Practice, May 2013

• Words matter:  How language choice can 
reduce stigma
-www.samhsa.gov/capt November 2017
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Low Risk Intervention

• Reinforcement

• Document in EMR



Moderate Risk Intervention

• CDC information

• Documentation of education

• May or may not receive assessment







High Risk Intervention

• Auto referral or follow up

• Refer screen to ACCESS for full screen

• Peer Coach program
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